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An Addreſs, Wc. 


E all, I apprehend, profeſs to believe in 
one God, and in Jefus Chriſt, the Me- 
diator of the World, his Sufferings, Death, &e; as 
alſo in the Doctrines and Precepts which he taught: 
and whatever may be the peculiar mode in which 
we may think it beſt to worſhip Him, who is the 
Author of our Being and Well-Being, we are doubt- 
leſs united in the ſentiments, that all muſt die, and 
that all Diſtindtions on Earth will be levelled in the 
Grave; where all terreſtrial things come to an end, 
and where the moſt pleaſant earthly Proſpe&s will 
be for ever veiled from our view and enjoyment. 
When this awful ſeaſon commences, the important 
truth will be experienced, that after Death comes 
the Judgment; and we have no reafon to believe 
that it will be then enquired of us what Profeſſion of 
Religion we have made; but rather. how the end of 
our Being hath been anſwered, by gloriſying God, 
through ſubjeRion to his Grace, which we are aſſured 
hath appeared unto all Men, teaching. us to deny 
Ungodlineſs and the World's Luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
nn and godly, in this preſent World. 
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( 4) 
Tux declarations of Chriſt, with the Examples and 
Teſlimonies of Holy Men in all ages, concur in ibis 
important truth, that a mere belief in the truths of 
the Goſpel, will not be fufficient to render any ac- 
ceptable in the divine ſight. Many are the ſolemn 
- concurring Teſtimonies to the neceſlity of a Life of 
Self Denial and Righteouſneſs, recorded in the Holy 
* Scriptures; but I fear theſe records of the Divine 
Win are too little read, and flill lefs regarded by 
people in general; fince multitudes enter the path of 
evil early in life, and cominue therein, as if they 
were to die like the Beaſis that periſh, not duly con- 


+ fidering the ſolemn Declaration, that the wicked 


"ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the Nations that 
forget God. But though the fruits brought forth 
by many, who would be offended if they were not 
called Clwiſtians, indicate that they are in the lament- 
able Nate juſt mentioned, yet Charity leads me to hope 
much better things of numbers, from whom I diſſent 
in religious Proſeſſion. I hold all thoſe in honour- 
able eſteem, who by their works bear teſtimony that 
they are, not only Profeſſors of Chriſtianny, but con- 
cerned io praftice thoſe'duties which the holy Author 


of our Religion enjoins, and which the Grace of God 


in the Heart, when believed in and obeyed, concurs 
with and ft Now as our Salvation depends 


upon nne Soul i is of more value than the 
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d whole world, if it could be gained, I feel an earneſt 
is W Solicitude for my fellow Citizens, that they would 
f allow themſelves Time to conſider, and lay to heart, 


* theſe ſolemn ſubjetts, and not defer tuem to a 
* dying Hour; for though the Spirit of a Man may. 
at ſuch a ſeaſon, ſuſtain his Infirmities, yet a wounded 


ly Conſcience who can bear? Repentance being the 
" gift of God is not at our command; and though the 
y Prayers of the Righteous avail much, , yet eyen theſe 
o cannot procure for others an Entrance inio the 
N Kingdom of Heaven; tor we are told that no Man can 
N redeem his Brother, nor give to God Ranſom for 
8 him. As the commands of Chriſt ought to be the 
: rule of condut̃t for the profeſſors of Chnſtanuy, I 


am defirous that the following important precepts. 
may, at this ſeaſon, be ſolidly conſidered; namely, 
Love your Enemies; bleſs them that curſe you; 
* do good to them that hate you; and cee 
* which defpuefully uſe you and perſecute 3 4 


at FROM theſe n wth divers 8 to the 

Re ſame import, and particularly from that declaration 
which our Great Lord himſelf gave concerning the 
intent of his coming, namely, The Son of Man 

"came not to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them,” 

| the People called Quakers have upiformly believed. 
2 are 88 to 
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Conduct correſponds with their Profeſſion, cannot 


unite in the cuſtomary modes of public rejoicing on 
any Occafion whatfoever, much leſs can they, on 


account of Victories obtained by the loſs of human 
Life; by which great numbers are often ſuddenly 


the Precepts of Chriſt, and to the Spirit of che Gof: 
pel. And therefore as thoſe amongſt them, whoſe 


precipitated into an awful Eternity, for which ſolemn 


Tranfition it is the greateſt Intereſt of every Indivi- 


dual to be fully prepared, that ſo they may be qua- 


lifed to unite with the heavenly Hoſt, in ſinging the 


Angelic Song, with which the Goſpel of Chriſt was 
originally introduced into the World; « Glory to God 
in the Higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good-Will 
towards Men.“ 1 


Ho MANE Minds cannot dut commiſſerate, and 
mourn, for the condition of numbers who are, by 
the ravages of War, rendered Widows and Father- 
leſs; and alſo for the calamities to which the Inha- 
bitants of many Countries are ſubjefted, who would 


they themſelves deviate from the Doftrine of Chriſt, 


bo in this and heir general conduct; and whether 
+4 they 


wilh to live quiet and peaceable lives; and ſuch 
mourning is, 1'doubt not, frequently attended with 
ſecret Prayers to the Got of all our Mereies, that he 
may turn the Hearts of Chriſtians, to ſee how far 
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they are are not oppofing his Kingdom, and ſtriving 
wr ſhy the coming of that glorious Day, ſpoken of 
by the evangelical Prophet, in which “ Swords ſhall 
« be beaten into Plowſhares, and Spears into pruning 
Hooks; when Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt 
« Nation, neither ſhall they learn War any more.” 


CoNns1DERATIONS of this nature, and not a con- 
tumacious ſpirit of oppoſition, have induced the 
People called Quakers to diſſent from their Fellow 
Cuizens in theſe reſpects; for it hath ever been 
their Principles to live peaceably with all Men, to' 
be ſubje& unto and honour the Government under 
which they live; and when they could not comply 
with the laws, patiently to fuffer what thoſe laws | 
inflicted, keeping in remembrance the precept of 
Chriſt, „render unto Cæſar the things which are 
Czfar's, and unto God the things that are God's. 
Conſcience they believe is his ſole prerogative ; 
and as our Society at its commencement, ſuffered 
greatly from the then rulers for their religious prin- 
ciples, ſo we have often expreſſed our thankfulneſs 
tor the favours ſince enjoyed under a milder Govern- 
ment, by which Liberty of Conſcience hath been, 
and is allowed. Impreſſions of gratitude for theſe 
privileges ſtill remain on the minds of this Society, 
and * there be any who enter into the ſpirit of pany, 

| and 
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and meddle with thoſe who are given to change, 
ſuch bring forth Fruits which bear Teſtimony to the 
world, that they are not walking conſiſtently with 
their own profeſſion. 


| FroM theſe principles and this condutt they are 
led to expeR, with a degree of confidence, the ſup- 
port and indulgence of thoſe in Public Offices, in 
caſes where, from the integrity of their hearts, they 
are obliged to diſſent from the practice of their 
Fellow-Subjefts. But how far this reaſonable atten- 
tion to them hath been manifeſted previous to, and 
during the late Illumination, the obſerving, and the 
wile in heart can judge. The publication of notice 
for illuminating, without any caution againſt the ex- 
ceſſes, which, from paſt inſtances, might be appre- 
hended, and the putting a negative on a requeſſ for 
an eaſy procedure, by way of prevention, could not 
be leſs than a negleft in ſuch, whoſe duty it is to 
preſerve the peace, and to proteſt. their unoſſending 
Fellow-Citizens. High Stations, when properly 
filled, add dignity and reſpeQability to thoſe in au- 
thority ; but if ſuch diſregard the applications of 
their Fellow- Ciizens for proiettion againſt outrage 
and depredation, they deprive themſelves of the 
eſteem of ſerious and conſiderate people: divers of 
theſe, both Magiſtrates and Others, have expreſſed 

their 


| 


teproach to any People.“ 
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their concern on the occaſion alluded to, for ſuch 
unlaw ſul and tumultuous conduct is not only a re- 


proach to the People, but a reflettion on Magiſtracy. 


Well would it be for all, ſeriouſly to conſider, that 


righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation; and that Sin is a, 


Ir is a lamentable Reflection, that Youth are 
countenanced, if not trained up, in ſuch Praftices as 


lead to Diſſipation and Riot; and it highly deſerves 
the ſolid attention of Parents, and others entruſled 


with the care of young People. Children's Hearts, 
for want of due Care by Example, Admonition, and 
Reſtraint, become inured to Evil; and inſtead of 


being humane in their Diſpoſitions, they often get 
| hardened in Cruelty, become indolent, Drunkards, 


&c. ; and, by endeavouring to ſupply themſelves 
with the means of gratifying their uoruly Paſſions, 


frequently bring themſelves under the Laſh of the 


Law, to the then great Sorrow of their Parents, 
who probably might, by a proper Diſcharge of their 


Duty, have prevented ſuch reproachſul ConduQ, 
with its mournſul Conſequences. : 


Tus multiplied and various Iniquities, which 


abound in this Land of great religious Proſeſſio 
are likely to > draw down thoſe Effefts of divi 


Diſplelſure 


Diſpleaſare upon it, -which bave heretofore been 
the Caſe, in one manner or another, on. the Nations 


of the Earth, when the Meaſure of Iniquity and Long 


Forbearance hath been filled up: indeed, to-enhight. 
enced Minds, this Seaſon feems near at hand, when 
mourning may become the Covering of many who 
now rejoice, and are of that Claſs which the Apoſtle 


deſcribes, as living in pleaſure and being dead 
whilſt they live.“ 


Many more have been the Calls 
and Warnings extended to this favoured Nation, 
than appear to have been afforded to Niniveh ; and 
though we read that Repentance to that City was 
preached by but one Individual, yet the Inhabitants 
repented in Duſt arid Aſhes; and for this cauſe the- 


Jadgment pronounced was averted. Happy would 
it be, if this ſhould prove our Caſe, rather than the 


Language of Chriſt reſpecting the Jews, ſhonld be 
'alfo applied unto us—* The Men of Niniveh ſhall 


riſe up in the Judgment with this Gttierucion, and 
Sondern it.” | 


Baan thefe, and other awſul Conſiderations, may 
each Individual be concerned to break off their Sins 
by Righteouſneſs, and theu Iniquities by amendment 
of their Ways; that fo the Judgments of an offended 


'God may not come upon us, but the day of our 


tranquillity 


11 


tranquillity be lengthened, and thankfully enjoyed as 
his peculiar Bleſſing. And may we all ever bear in 
mind this intereſting Truth, that © verily there is a 
Reward for the Righteous ; verily He is a God that 
Judgeth in the Earth,” 
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